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Atulya Acharya:
Life in Guanghua School

of Management

special contributor Atulya Acharya
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Atulya Acharya, from Nepal, has
been in International MBA of Guanghua
School of Management, Peking University
for the past one year. And now he is
willing to share his life in Guanghua with

us.

LIFE BEFORE GUANGHUA

| completed my Bachelors in
Telecommunications (Media) from Indiana
University — Bloomington, Indiana in the
United States. Before that | completed a
two year International Baccalaureate (IB)
Diploma from Pathways World School in
India. The IB diploma can be compared
to the A Levels/AP curriculum, but is more
intense.

After | graduated from IU, | worked in
a media company — a magazine publisher
which also had presence online and on
TV — as a Marketing and Promotions
Executive. | helped create a Promotions
& Branding Department, established the
procedures and led/initiate projects on its
behalf. After leading the department for a
year and a half, | was given responsibility
for two other major projects: Revamping
the entire production process for our 10+
magazines and revamping the entire
distribution network. | completed both of

them successfully.

COMING TO CHINA FOR FURTHER
DEVELOPMENT

As a long term career goal, | want to
become a sort of a bridge by connecting
business interests of China and Nepal
as the economic cooperation between
the two countries gets closer and closer.
In order for that to happen, | realized
that | needed to pursue an MBA degree
from China to build a network and learn
more about the economic climate and
the culture of business here. While
researching the prospective schools,
| felt Guanghua was easily the best
choice because of its excellent reputation
and academics and the networking
opportunities from being associated with
Peking University

| am really glad to have made the
decision to study at Guanghua. Whenever
| meet people outside of Peking University
and tell them where | study, they are
always impressed and excited. Even
students from other departments in PKU
think very highly of Guanghua. All the
professors who | have had the privilege
of studying with have been extremely
approachable and helpful. Needless to
mention, they are at the top of their fields,
so learning from them about China has

been very insightful.

LIFE INSIDE AND OUTSIDE
GUANGHUA

In terms of education, Guanghua
exceeds the educational standards of
my hometown by a significant amount.
Professors of Guanghua encourage

students to be active participants and not

just sit in on classes and take notes. In
every class we had intelligent debates
about the subject matter, and it was
always guided in a very strategic way by
the professors. Most of the classes have
the right balance of theory versus real-
world.

As for my classmates, | think they
have taught me almost as much, if not
more, than the courses themselves.
We have a lot of smart classmates who
provide different insights and approaches
which help propel the discussion forward
in an enriching manner. Similarly, people
from the MBA office have also been very
approachable. For that reason, | don’t feel
as if | have had to face many difficulties in
adapting to the new life.

All my classmates from IMBA are
great friends. Since we are a fairly small
class compared to the Full-Time Chinese
MBA and Part-time MBA, we are much
closer. Everyone knows each other
extremely well. We all come from a lot of
different cultures and backgrounds and
everyone is unique in his or her own way.
Overall, I've definitely become a better
person as a result of getting to know
my classmates and | am sure we will
be in touch long after we graduate from
Guanghua.

Cultural differences do arise once in
a while and it is always interesting and
insightful to see how people react to the
same particular situation. However, if and
when it does arise, everyone is mature
enough to understand the opposing/
different point of view and everyone tries

to appreciate these differences and learn

from them.

Besides academics and classes,
| am very active in sports and music
activities. So far | have participated in two
football tournaments representing the
MBA 2015 and Guanghua Football team
respectively. Similarly, since | play drums
and guitar, | have performed in a number
of concerts for the Guitar Club of PKU as
well as talent shows for Guanghua. As
a result, | have made a number of new
friends outside of my class and outside of

Guanghua as well.

FROM HERE ON, WISHING ABETTER
FUTURE

Even though it is a cliché, the world
is becoming much more tightly connected
and intertwined. As a result, it is not just
an advantage, but a necessity to pay
much more attention to international
development. So | believe that Guanghua
is doing the right thing by placing
such high important to its international
development and should continue doing
SO.

The study in Guanghua helps me
develop a better understanding of China
and its promising market, so | plan to
work in China for at least 5 years after
graduating from Guanghua. Eventually, |
will move back to Nepal, but when exactly

that will happen, | am not certain. @

Wechat: atulyacharya

Linkedin: https:linp.linkedin.
comlinlatulyaacharya

Email: atulya@pku.edu.cn
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